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72nd Scripps National Spelling Bee
The 72nd Scripps National Spelling Bee was held in Washington, D.C. on June
2–3, 1999, sponsored by the E.W. Scripps Company.
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Fourteen-year-old Nupur Lala, from Tampa, Florida won the competition by
correctly spelling the word "logorrhea".[2] Notably, the 1999 bee was covered by
the Jeffrey Blitz documentary Spellbound.[3]

Second place went to David Lewandowski, a 14-year old speller from
Schererville, Indiana who placed 39th in the prior year's bee, and who misspelled
"opsimath".[1] Third-place was a tie between 11-year old George Abraham
Thampy of Maryland Heights, Missouri (who would win the next year) who
missed "kirtle", and 13-year old April DeGideo of Ambler, Pennsylvania who
missed "terrene".[1]

There were 249 spellers this year, ages 9–15. Thirty-three were eliminated in the first round, which began on June 2, followed by
10 in the second round, and 36 in the third round.[4] Fifty-five spellers were eliminated in the fourth round, and 105 contestants
made it to the second day of competition.[1][5]

A new policy this year tried to encourage faster spelling, with 90 seconds for easier words on the first day, and two minutes for
harder words in the later rounds, though the judges had some flexibility in applying the limits. The policy was adopted after
reviewing time and round statistics for six prior years and finding a trend of spellers using more time.[4]

Although Jamaica's contestant had won the prior year, the second student outside the United States to ever win the bee, Jamaica
was excluded from this year's bee under a new rule that all qualifying bees could not occur before February 1, to allay concerns
that some spellers could get a greater head start on preparing for the national bee. This caused a fair amount of controversy, with
public figure such as Jesse Jackson calling the change "exclusionary".[4][6][7]

Lala won $10,000 and other prizes for her first place showing. Lewandowski received $5,000.[1]

Spellbound (2002 film), based on the 1999 Bee.

Contents

Winners

Competition and new rules

See also

TheSpellingChamp.com

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Hyatt_Washington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tampa,_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tampa_Tribune
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tampa,_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alex_Cameron_(academic)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/71st_Scripps_National_Spelling_Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/73rd_Scripps_National_Spelling_Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scripps_National_Spelling_Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_D.C.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/E.W._Scripps_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tampa,_Florida
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jeffrey_Blitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spellbound_(2002_film)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schererville,_Indiana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/71st_Scripps_National_Spelling_Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland_Heights,_Missouri
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/73rd_Scripps_National_Spelling_Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambler,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jamaica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/71st_Scripps_National_Spelling_Bee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesse_Jackson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spellbound_(2002_film)


1. (4 June 1999). Lala spells logorrhea to win national bee (https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1842&dat=19
990604&id=kWweAAAAIBAJ&sjid=e8kEAAAAIBAJ&pg=1732,361292&hl=en), Times Daily (Associated Press)

2. "Champions and Their Winning Words" (https://web.archive.org/web/20121117084950/http://www.spellingbee.co
m/champions-and-their-winning-words#60s). Archived from the original (http://spellingbee.com/champions-and-th
eir-winning-words) on 2012-11-17. Retrieved 2015-03-13.

3. Nupur Lala, 1999 Scripps National Spelling Bee Winner, Reflects On Win, 'Spellbound' Fame (http://www.huffingt
onpost.com/2013/05/30/nupur-lala-spelling-bee-winner-spellbound_n_3356833.html)

4. (2 June 1999). Definition of pain in the head wins national spelling bee contest (https://news.google.com/newspa
pers?nid=1908&dat=19990602&id=kfMfAAAAIBAJ&sjid=vdkEAAAAIBAJ&pg=1290,4752910&hl=en), Nevada
Daily Mail

5. McQueen, Anjetta (3 June 1999). Annual bee tense contest (https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1320&da
t=19990603&id=PUZWAAAAIBAJ&sjid=EOsDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6517,329684&hl=en), Gainesville Sun (Associated
Press)

6. Reichmann, Deb (13 January 1999). Jamaicans stung by spelling bee (https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid
=1314&dat=19990113&id=AmNWAAAAIBAJ&sjid=6_EDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6410,478965&hl=en), Spokesman-
Review (Associated Press)

7. (28 May 1999). A Bee in Their Bonnet (https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB927855195194140644), The Wall Street
Journal (about rule change)

Retrieved from "https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=72nd_Scripps_National_Spelling_Bee&oldid=881706510"

This page was last edited on 4 February 2019, at 08:25 (UTC).

Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using
this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

References

TheSpellingChamp.com

https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1842&dat=19990604&id=kWweAAAAIBAJ&sjid=e8kEAAAAIBAJ&pg=1732,361292&hl=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Associated_Press
https://web.archive.org/web/20121117084950/http://www.spellingbee.com/champions-and-their-winning-words#60s
http://spellingbee.com/champions-and-their-winning-words
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/05/30/nupur-lala-spelling-bee-winner-spellbound_n_3356833.html
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1908&dat=19990602&id=kfMfAAAAIBAJ&sjid=vdkEAAAAIBAJ&pg=1290,4752910&hl=en
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1320&dat=19990603&id=PUZWAAAAIBAJ&sjid=EOsDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6517,329684&hl=en
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1314&dat=19990113&id=AmNWAAAAIBAJ&sjid=6_EDAAAAIBAJ&pg=6410,478965&hl=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Associated_Press
https://www.wsj.com/articles/SB927855195194140644
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wall_Street_Journal
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=72nd_Scripps_National_Spelling_Bee&oldid=881706510
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://foundation.wikimedia.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/



